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A touch of Ireland in Lynbrook

Local shop specializes in Emerald Isle items

By Clarissa Hamlin

Nancy Friedman/Herald

Kiera Derrig, 9, whose mother owns the
Lynbrook Irish Shop, sells bracelets to raise
money for Bella Tucker, who underwent
quadruple amputation surgery in April. Keira
read about Bella in the Herald. The two girls
have never met.

Upon entering the new Lynbrook Irish Shop, you may feel like being in a
fairytale with the unique displays, decorations, and almost picturesque decor.
And lately, many visitors can now see the shop owner’s daughter, Kiera
Derrig, displaying her compassion with a fundraiser for Bella Tucker, the 9-
year-old girl who underwent quadruple amputation surgery in April.

“I think it is sad that [Bella] cannot draw pictures with her mom,” said 8-
year-old Kiera. “I want to be her friend.”

Kiera, a third grade student at West End Elementary School, spends a lot of
time selling bracelets in front of the shop to raise money to donate to Bella.
After reading about her story in the Herald, Keira was moved to help
someone who she believes is a very special and brave young girl. “It makes
me feel happy [to raise donations] because you can do something to help
people who cannot help themselves,” she said.

Kiera said that many community members are coming into the shop to
purchased bracelets and support this good cause. So far, Kiera has raised
around a total of $90. As Kiera’s mother and the owner of the Irish Shop,
Jennifer Derrig couldn’t be happier about her daughter’s act of kindness.
“We are all very proud of her,” Derrig said. “She read the Herald article and
took it upon herself to do the fundraiser.”

Derrig is all smiles when it comes to her daughter and the shop, which
officially opened its door on Aug. 23. The family-owned business sells many
specialty and one-of-a-kind items, such as tye-die shamrock T-shirts, wool
blankets, organic Keltic soy candles, Irish dancing shoes, handmade
paintings, Irish milk glasses and coffee mugs, and even her own exclusive
line of Irish jewelry.

“We are the next generation coming in,” Derrig said. “We have tried to go
out of our way to not have the typical Irish shop.” Derrig, an Irish American
mother of two, came up with the idea to open the shop in 2005. For her, the
idea was another way to connect her children to their Irish heritage. “It was a
cathartic move to buy the shop,” Derrig said. “My kids don’t know my
husband’s family. They can get some of the Irish culture back.”

http://www.LynbrooklrishShop.com

Kathy Favelson, Jane Paladino, owner Jennifer Derrig, and Tricia Murphy of The Lynbrook Irish Shop.
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